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WARREN PUBLIC 

LIBRARY Oct. 2025 

Warren Library Collection Development & Maintenance Policy 

The Warren Public Library is dedicated to supporting lifelong learning 

and access to information� knowledge and ideas. 

Purpose and Scope of Collection 

The Warren {ubic Library mission statement clearly states the that our organization is 
dedicated to the principle that the public library is a place for voluntary inquiry, the 
dissemination of information and ideas, and promotion of free expression and free access to 
ideas by residents. Our selection policy is designed to meet the specific needs of the Warren 
community. The Warren Library provides materials ascribing to the following principles: 

All library materials are evaluated and made accessible in accordance with the protections 
against discrimination set forth in section 46a-64 of the general statutes. The Warren Public 
Library provides materials for the interest, information, and enlightenment of all residents. 
Our collection is built on the principles that library materials should represent a wide range of 
varied and diverging viewpoints in the collection as a whole. 

Responsibility for Selection of materials 

Our materials selection policy is executed by trained professional librarians who have studied 
the principals of collection development as provided by such review sources as Library Journal 
and School Library Journal, among many others. 

Per Public Act 25-168 Sec. 322(c)(3), the Warren Public Library stands by the guiding principle 
that public librarians who perform materials selection are professionally trained to curate and 
develop a collection that provides access to the widest array of library and educational 
materials .

The sources used in professional library collection development offer qualified library staff 
comprehensive reviews of educational and recreational materials suitable for purchase by a 
small public library that serves a community of 1340. In addition to this librarians review 
library and educational material within a public library using professionally accepted 
standards: 
material relevance, physical condition, availability of duplicates, availability of age appropriate 
or grade-level material, continued demand of material. 
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In addition, we encourage Warren residents to bring their materials requests and suggestions to 

us for possible inclusion to our lending library. 

Selection Criteria 

The demographic information for the Town of Warren indicates that we have two main user 

groups that we service regularly. The Warren Public Library tailors our collection to the needs 

and requests of these Warren residents in particular. 

One core user group are the adults who visit us often for popular, classic and genre fiction or for 

non-fiction materials in various subject areas. In order to address the needs of these users, we 

established a Large Print collection that was made possible by a grant from a local foundation. 

As hoped, these materials are circulating especially well, and create a grab and go resource for 

our older and sight impaired users. 

The other segment of our population that we serve daily is represented by families. As we are 

located in the same building as our town elementary school, we enjoy a close relationship with 

the children and families of Warren . It is through our class visits with them and our regularly 

scheduled story hours that we look to establish the next generation of library users. 

Reviews guide our decisions regarding the purchase materials as it relates to the concepts of 

addressing interests, information, and enlightenment of all of our residents. We also need to 

consider the budgetary and space requirements of the Warren Library when performing 

collection development, while keeping these key points of interest in mind;

1. Public demand, favorable reviews from reputable sources, 2.Timeliness and importance of 

material, 3. Affordability vis a vis our budgetary requirements, 4. Value as resource material, 5. 

Suitability of material for intended audience, local origination or particular relevance to Warren 

and the region.

Maintenance of our Collections 

Our staff have responsibility to perform the weeding of our collections annually. As a 

very small library with limited space and budget, it is imperative that we maintain a 

balanced and well used collection at all times. 

Our weeding schedule is mostly completed during the winter months, when we have 

fewer visitors than at other times of the year. The continued weeding of our library 

collections results in stronger library holdings as more timely titles are added to our 

collections and dated or shabby volumes are replaced with newer editions. 

Weeding collections allows staff to examine individual titles to determine the age, 

popularity, and appropriateness of each volume for inclusion in our ever-changing 



collection. The close consideration of each volume on our shelves gives us a detailed 

picture of how exactly we meet our mission of providing a variety of choices to our 

community. All titles are judged on the pedagogical content, physical condition and 

availability of replacement, before we purchase or discard items that are being 

considered for weeding. 

Through the continued application of the professional standards of weeding, we are able 

to build strong and popular collections that reflect the diversity of our community. We 

endeavor to meet the interests, information and enlightenment requirements of our 

patrons in all that we do. In most all regards and aspects, our library, and its collections, 

are a manifestation of our library members and the Warren community. We choose 

library materials in accordance with the preferences, independent interests and educational 

needs of our residents. In keeping with the above objectives, we strongly promote the 

principles of self-expression, and voluntary inquiry on all topics, especially those of inclusion, 

diversity, equality and accessibility throughout all of our collections, displays and programs. 

Digital Collections/Databases 

Our digital collection is provided by Bibliomation, and comes to us as a package of titles  offered 

through the services of independent service providers. Our patrons enjoy having choice in the 

selection of materials in different formats other than print. In particular, selections available in 

electronic audio books are very popular, with ebooks being downloaded as a less desirable 

option. While it would be optimal if we had the ability to curate titles solely for our Warren 

residents, that is not a financial reality as of now. 

Gifts and Donations 

We receive a good number of gifts and donations of books ongoing. Mostly these are not 

materials that end up being a part of our collection because they do not meet the criteria 

mentioned above via our selection of new materials. We use the same selection criteria for 

donated items as we do for our purchased materials, as noted above. 

Controversial Materials 

The Warren Public Library recognizes that some materials may not be considered appropriate by 

all patrons. We do not make selections of new materials based upon the anticipated approval 

or disapproval of individual titles available in our collection. Our purchasing decisions are not 

based solely upon the merit of the work, but also upon its relation to the building of our entire 

circulating collection. 

The selection of any materials is not an endorsement by the library of the viewpoints expressed 

by the author within the item. 



The Warren Library believes that the responsibility for the reading, listening and viewing habits 

of children rests with their parents or legal guardians. 

The Warren Library offers a materials review and reconsideration policy with language that is 

made available for consideration of requests to reconsider materials, displays or programs to 

individual residents of Warren 

Intellectual Freedom and Censorship  Relevant Statements 

The Warren Public Library stands in support of the following documents that are appended to 

this policy. 

Library Bill of Rights 

The American Library Association affirms that all libraries are forums for information and 

ideas, and that the following basic policies should guide their services. 

I. Books and other library resources should be provided for the interest, information, and

enlightenment of all people of the community the library serves. Materials should not be

excluded because of the origin, background, or views of those contributing to their creation.

II. Libraries should provide materials and information presenting all points of view on current

and historical issues. Materials should not be proscribed or removed because of partisan or

doctrinal disapproval.

Ill. Libraries should challenge censorship in the fulfillment of their responsibility to 

provide information and enlightenment. 

IV. Libraries should cooperate with all persons and groups concerned with resisting abridgment

of free expression and free access to ideas.

V. A person's right to use a library should not be denied or abridged because of origin, age,

background, or views.

VI. Libraries which make exhibit spaces and meeting rooms available to the public they serve

should make such facilities available on an equitable basis, regardless of the beliefs or

affiliations of individuals or groups requesting their use.

Adopted June 19, 1939, by the ALA Council; amended October 14, 1944; June 18, 1948; 

February 2, 1961; June 27, 1967; January 23, 1980; inclusion of "age" reaffirmed January 23, 

1996. 

A history of the Library Bill of Rights is found in the latest edition of the Intellectual 

Freedom Manual. 












